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L IV E L Y  ISSUES - 1975
It is time again for state program planning. The lively issues 
included in this Voter should stimulate our thinking and give use 
some ideas for possible state program items.
As new issues arise and as old ones go on, we are always 
thinking of new program. We are often frustrated by our inability 
to act on them. But we must maintain the League’s credibility for 
having thoroughly studied issues before acting on them.
Choosing state program is an every-member effort. It begins 
with you, the individual member, reading and thinking about old 
and new issues. Then members discuss the issues at local units and 
make suggestiong to the local Board. Local Boards make 
recommendations to the State Board. The State Board discusses 
the recommendations and formulates a proposed program which 
goes back to local Boards for reaction; back again to the State 
Board where a recommended program is developed. Finally, back 
again to the delegates at the State Convention. The State Program 
for 1975-77 is formally adopted.
In choosing state items League members should ask 
themselves: is the issue state-wide; can it be solved primarily 
through state government; will the timing permit the League to 
be effective; would League make a contribution or would we be 
duplicating the efforts of others; will other program and demands 
allow sufficient study of the issue; can enough money be 
budgeted; have we the interest and the people-power? If we can 
answer yes to all of these questions, then the issue is a good 
possibility for state program. Get to your unit meeting and lobby 
for your favorite issue.
Your options are varied. You could call for no expansion of 
program and concentrate on present program. Perhaps we should 
expand study in a present item. Maybe we should make action on 
present program our priority. Should there be intensive study on 
one aspect of present program. You could choose a new vital 
state issue.
OUR PRESENT PROGRAM 
State Government:
The League continues to press for legislative reform and 
prospects look cheerful for this session. Government reor­
ganization seems to have been completed. Our new State 
Government will soon be completed. The goals of increased staff 
and compensation have been reached. Should we continue efforts 
for more streamlining or expand this item to include other 
problems such as conflict of interest and lobbying? Or have we 
lost momentum in this area and would rather leave others to 
carry on.
Taxes:
Our goal of a state income tax has long been achieved. We 
supported the concept of an equalized property tax and, although 
there will be some changes in the present law, the idea has taken 
hold.
Problems with LD 1994 (school financing law) may be 
resolved in this session of the Legislature, but what of the 
property tax which it so directly affects? Does it carry too much 
of the tax burden? Is the property tax too much a tax on 
housing? Should there be exemptions for low income? Or are 
there too many exemptions already? (The Maine Municipal 
Association is sponsoring a study of property tax exemptions 
right now.)
Taxes are essential for programs -  what role does League 
want to play?
Land Use:
The League supports the position that present land use 
Regulations in Maine should be coordinated and strengthened and 
that statewise goals should be set. A study of land use policies 
and powers needed to foster and optimum balance between 
human needs and environmental quality is now in progress. A few 
of the questions being considered are:
Would regional planning help to solve land use
problems?
Should Maine designate critical areas where develop­
ment would be limited because of soil con­
ditions, water supplies, and congestion?
Would a special tax on high cost and/or second homes 
ease the pinch on low and moderate housing? 
Could such tax monies be used as an assistance 
for construction of private low and moderate 
cost homes?
Should Maine encourage capital intensive or labor 
intensive industries?
What measures would encourage greater and more 
effective public participation in implementing 
and enforcing land use regulation?
(continued on page 2)
1975 Timetable for Program Planning
March 1 Local League recommendations for State
Program Due
March 15 Proposed Program sent to local Leagues
April 15 Local Leagues send final suggestions
May 20-21 State Convention South Portland
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F R O M  T H E  P R E S ID E N T 'S  D E S K
LWV and ABC
The League of Women Voters netted approximately $1000 
as a result of election night reporting for the American 
Broadcasting Company. League members covered 43 “key” 
precincts throughout the state. Carolyn Murray of Portland 
coordinated the effort. This election night reporting provided not 
only funds but an opportunity for observing what goes on in the 
polls after they are closed.
By-laws Revision
Is there something about the Maine League you would like 
to change. The By-laws Committee will be reviewing all our laws 
and would like to have all your suggestions.
All local presidents have a copy of Maine League bylaws, 
should you like to have further details about present structure 
and function in such areas as membership, officers, board of 
directors, budget, state convention and council, delegates, 
nominations, program process.
Send your suggested changes to Lois Wagner, State 
Organization Chairman.
League Day at the Legislature is scheduled for Wednesday, 
March 5 th.
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M A L 's  N E E D E D
Help recruit MALs (members-at-large) for the League. 
These members are a vital link that the League needs in those 
areas of the state where there are no local League units. MALs 
can work on state and national League items and can work locally 
on candidate meetings, voter registration, voter education, etc. 
Five or more MALs in a given area can start a League MAL Unit 
which can carry a lot of League clout where it is needed.
If you know of any person (remember, MEN can be 
Leaguers, too!) who might be interested in League activity, send 
the name to Lois Wagner,
State Board Organization Chairman 
26 Mountain Ave.
Lewiston, Maine 04240
All Leaguers and friends are welcome to attend “Energy 
Choices for Maine” February 13 at 8 P.M. to be held at 
Senior Center, Bowdoin College in Brunswick, Maine.
Nominations, Anyone?
Shirley Whittaker and her nominating Committee are busy 
lining up talent for the 1975-77 State Board. Your suggestions are 
warmly invited.
Name__________________________________________________
League_________________________________________________
Special Interest_________________________________________
